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Magdalene Preschool
Health and Safety – General Standards
Policy statement
Magdalene Pre-school believes that the health and safety of children is of paramount importance. We make our setting a safe and healthy place for children, parents, staff and volunteers.
· We aim to make children, parents and staff aware of health and safety issues and to minimise hazards and risks, enabling children to thrive in a healthy and safe environment.
· Our members of staff responsible for health and safety are:
Ivy Farrugia and Cheryl Gresty
· They are competent to carry out these responsibilities.
· They have undertaken health and safety training and regularly update their knowledge and understanding.
· We display the required health and safety information in the staff cupboard.
Insurance cover
We hold public liability insurance and employers’ liability insurance. The certificate for public liability insurance is displayed in the main corridor on the parent/carers’ noticeboard.
Procedures
Risk assessment
Our risk assessment process includes:
• checking for hazards and risks indoors, outdoors and during activities and routines (covering both children and adults);
• deciding which areas need attention; and
• developing action plans identifying required actions, timescales, responsibility and resources.
Health and safety checks are completed:
• daily before sessions begin and recorded;
• weekly; and
• annually through a full documented risk assessment.
Awareness raising
· Staff induction includes clear health and safety guidance so all adults understand their shared responsibility, including safe lifting and storage of hazardous substances.
· Health and safety information is shared with parents of new children.
· Health and safety is discussed regularly during staff meetings.
· We operate a no-smoking policy.
· Children are supported to learn about safety through routines, discussions and daily practice.
Safety of adults
Guidance is provided on safe lifting and equipment handling.
Safe access equipment is provided where required.
Staff do not remain in the building alone after dark.
Staff sickness and accidents are recorded and reviewed.
Cleaning chemicals are stored securely in original containers, out of children’s reach.

Windows
Low-level windows are safety treated.
Windows are protected from damage.
Upper windows are secured to prevent climbing.

Doors
Measures are in place to prevent finger trapping.
Floors
Floors are checked daily for cleanliness, damage or hazards.
Electrical/gas equipment
All electrical and gas equipment is maintained and inspected regularly (PAT testing carried out in line with current guidance).
Boiler and meters are inaccessible to children.
Sockets, heaters and cables are guarded.
Hot water temperature is controlled.
Ventilation and lighting are adequate.
Radiators and exposed pipes are covered to prevent burns.
Kitchen
• Children do not access the kitchen.
• Surfaces are non-porous and hygienic.
• Separate handwashing and washing-up facilities are provided.
• Hazardous materials are stored safely.
• Cooking activities are supervised at all times.

Food and drink
• Staff handling food hold appropriate food hygiene training.
• Food and drink are stored safely.
First aid and medication
At least one Paediatric First Aider is always on site while children are present.
Our first aid kit:
• meets regulatory requirements;
• is regularly checked;
• is accessible to adults;
• is kept out of children’s reach.
Written emergency medical consent is obtained on admission.
Accidents:
• are recorded;
• parents sign and receive copies;
• are reviewed half termly for trends.
Medication:
• Calpol is administered only in a serious health risk (see Medication Policy);
• only prescribed medication is administered;
• medication is labelled and stored securely;
• written parental consent is required;
• administration is recorded and signed;
• specialist training is provided where required.
Parents must notify the setting of absence daily. Unexplained absences are followed up and recorded in safeguarding attendance logs.
Ofsted is notified of serious accidents, injuries requiring medical treatment or any death.
Immunisations
Parents provide immunisation information on enrolment.
• Records are maintained.
• Children are not excluded due to vaccination status.
• Parents are informed of outbreaks but individual status remains confidential.




Sickness
• Children must remain at home when unwell.
• Return after sickness/diarrhoea: 48 hours symptom-free.
• Headlice does not require exclusion but treatment is expected.
• Parents are informed of infectious illnesses.
• Good hygiene procedures are maintained at all times.
• Notifiable diseases are reported where required.
Storage
Resources are stored safely.
Equipment is stacked securely.
Outdoor area
Securely fenced.
Checked daily.
Hazards removed.
Water emptied.
Sand covered and cleaned.
Fully supervised.
Hygiene
Cleaning routines are followed daily.
Equipment and clothing are cleaned on schedule.
Toilets meet hygiene standards.
Protective clothing is used when required.
Clean clothes, tissues and wipes provided.
Activities and resources
Equipment checked for age appropriateness.
Layout allows safe movement.
Items cleaned and maintained.
Non-toxic materials used.
Physical play supervised.
Faulty equipment removed immediately.
Legal Framework
Health and Safety at Work Act 1974
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations
Electricity at Work Regulations
COSHH Regulations
Manual Handling Regulations
Display Screen Equipment Regulations
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