[image: ]
                                                                                                                                                    
Safeguarding
Magdalene Preschool - Emergency Lockdown and Serious Incident Procedure
Policy Statement
Magdalene Preschool is committed to safeguarding children, staff, families and visitors from harm. We follow guidance from Government, the Local Authority and emergency services to ensure appropriate arrangements are in place to respond to serious incidents.
This procedure forms part of the setting’s wider Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and Health and Safety procedures. It is designed to ensure a calm, proportionate and effective response in the unlikely event of a serious external threat.
Our Approach
The safety and wellbeing of children is always the priority.
Any response will be led by staff, in a calm and reassuring manner, appropriate to the age and stage of the children.
Children will not be informed of the nature of the threat and will be supported emotionally throughout.
Magdalene Preschool works in partnership with local services and has received advice from community safety partners. Staff follow public guidance issued by GOV.UK and emergency services, including national advice on how to keep safe in emergency situations.
Emergency Lockdown Procedure
In the event of a serious external incident requiring lockdown:
Staff will remain with the children at all times
Children will be calmly gathered together in a safe, secure space
Doors and access points will be secured where possible
Windows and blinds will be closed if appropriate
Children will be kept calm through quiet activities, reassurance and supervision
Mobile phones will be placed on silent
Emergency services will be contacted when it is safe to do so
Parents/carers will be informed as soon as it is safe and appropriate
Staff Responsibilities
All staff are familiar with emergency procedures and receive regular reminders and updates
The manager will take overall responsibility for coordinating the response
Incidents will be recorded and reviewed following the event
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