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Safeguarding
Magdalene Preschool
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Policy
At Magdalene Preschool, we respect and value all children and are committed to providing a caring, safe and secure environment. We believe every child has the right to be protected from harm. This is the responsibility of every adult employed by Magdalene Preschool. We recognise our duty to safeguard children and promote their welfare by protecting them from physical, sexual and emotional abuse, neglect and bullying.
Adults working closely with children are trained to observe verbal, non-verbal and behavioural cues in order to understand what children may be communicating. Staff respond appropriately and act upon concerns where necessary. Particular vigilance is maintained during nappy changing and toileting routines.
It is illegal in the United Kingdom to allow girls to undergo Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), either in this country or abroad. Anyone found guilty of enabling FGM can face fines and imprisonment of up to fourteen years.
FGM includes all procedures involving partial or total removal of the external female genitalia for non-medical reasons. Magdalene Preschool operates robust safeguarding procedures and protecting children in our care is paramount.
Magdalene Preschool has a statutory duty to report known or suspected cases of FGM. Where there is concern that FGM may occur or has occurred, staff will immediately inform the Designated Safeguarding Lead, who will refer concerns to Children’s Social Care and the police in line with safeguarding procedures.
We actively promote awareness within our setting and to parents/carers that FGM is a serious criminal offence.
If there is evidence that FGM has taken place, this will be reported immediately to the police via 101 (or 999 in an emergency), alongside a referral to Children’s Social Care and Ofsted as required under EYFS safeguarding duties.
This policy aligns with EYFS Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Cross-reference to Safeguarding Policy
This policy should be read alongside Magdalene Preschool’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. All procedures relating to concerns, disclosures, referrals, recording and information sharing follow the setting’s Safeguarding Policy, including contact with Children’s Social Care, the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO), Ofsted and the police where required.
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