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Magdalene Preschool - Anti-Bullying Policy
Policy Statement
Magdalene Preschool is committed to providing an environment that is safe, welcoming and supportive for all children. We aim to promote positive relationships and respectful behaviour at all times.
We recognise that bullying, as defined in older children and adults, is rare in the early years. However, we acknowledge that children may sometimes display unkind, hurtful or repeated behaviours as part of their social and emotional development. Such behaviour is taken seriously and addressed promptly and sensitively.
Everyone involved in Magdalene Preschool, including staff, children and parents/carers, will be made aware of our commitment to promoting positive behaviour and relationships. Unkind or harmful behaviour will not be tolerated and will always be addressed in an age-appropriate and supportive way. The child who experiences the behaviour is never responsible for it.
Definition
In line with early years guidance, we understand bullying to be repeated behaviour intended to hurt another person, which may be emotional, physical, verbal or psychological. In the early years, such behaviour is viewed as a learning and development issue, requiring adult support, rather than intentional bullying.
Examples of behaviour that may require intervention include:
Emotional:
Deliberately excluding another child, being persistently unkind, or upsetting another child by words or actions, such as repeatedly preventing a child from joining in play.
Physical:
Pushing, hitting, biting, kicking, scratching, tripping, or taking or damaging another child’s belongings.
Verbal:
Name-calling, teasing, making unkind comments, or using words to upset or threaten another child.
Psychological:
Behaviour that causes distress, fear or anxiety to another child.
Preventing Unkind or Bullying Behaviour
We make every effort to create a caring, inclusive and respectful environment where children feel safe and valued. Staff support children to develop empathy, emotional understanding and positive social skills through everyday interactions, play, and modelling respectful behaviour.
Staff do not label young children as “bullies”. Instead, behaviour is viewed as a form of communication and an opportunity for learning. Children are supported through co-regulation, clear boundaries, and consistent responses.
Responding to Unkind or Repeated Behaviour
Despite preventative measures, incidents may occur. When they do, the following principles guide our response:
• All incidents of unkind or repeated behaviour are addressed promptly, calmly and sensitively.
• Children are encouraged to share concerns with a trusted adult and are reassured that they will be listened to and supported.
• Staff must inform the manager if they witness or are made aware of repeated or concerning behaviour involving children or adults.
• Children who have experienced unkind behaviour are supported, reassured and monitored to ensure their emotional wellbeing.
• Behaviour is managed in line with the Encouraging Good Behaviour Policy, focusing on helping the child understand the impact of their actions and supporting them to develop more appropriate ways of interacting.
• Where appropriate, staff will support children to resolve difficulties through discussion, modelling and restorative approaches suitable to their developmental stage.
• If unkind or repeated behaviour continues, staff will work closely with parents/carers and, where appropriate, consider additional support, including SEND guidance or external advice.
• Parents/carers of all children involved will be informed at the earliest appropriate opportunity. Discussions will be handled sensitively and respectfully.
• All incidents will be recorded in the Incident Record Book and reviewed by the manager to identify patterns and inform practice.
• Persistent or concerning behaviour may be considered within safeguarding procedures and managed in line with the setting’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Key expectations now include:
Behaviour is addressed through relationships
Support for self-regulation and co-regulation
Adults modelling respectful behaviour
Teaching children how to manage feelings and conflicts
Language matters
Inspectors expect staff not to label young children as “bullies”
Behaviour is described as:
developmentally appropriate
a form of communication
requiring adult support
Consistent adult response
Clear, calm intervention
Support for both the child displaying behaviour and the child affected
Recording patterns of behaviour where needed
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